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But the fiercest attacks came from his old enemy., the Action
Fran$aise, which even went so far as to suggest certain causes
for the attitude assumed by Herriot. It declared in a leading
article of September 20, 1933, that Herriot's advances to the
Bolshevists were meant to initiate a return to an alliance with
Russia, but added that there might be another and more
probable explanation. "It is a notorious fact that important
industrial and commercial undertakings, especially in the
Rhone district and around Lyons, are heavily committed in
Russian credits., and it is equally notorious that these credits
are frozen. The undertakings in question would like to see
their money back and are believed to have asked M. Herriot,
as regent of Lyons, to give them his support."
This is certainly a view which cannot be accepted by anyone
who has had the opportunity of personally observing M.
Herriot's activities for a number of years at Geneva and else-
where. He can be believed when he says that he has always
endeavoured to serve the truth. M. Herriot is an honest
enthusiast, and for this reason his part as defender of the
Soviet Union, its principles, achievements and policy does
not, as might appear at first sight, resemble that of an operetta
hero, but rather contains a tragic element. A lifelong searcher
after truth, he has suddenly and unawares become the greatest
obstacle to the fight for the truth. There can be no doubt that
his conduct has made it harder for the truth to prevail in a
question which touches the lives of many millions.
The statements contained in his articles and lectures, and
in the book published on his return from Moscow, cannot
be accepted without contradiction. He makes assertions which
not only amount to a laudation of Russian conditions and a
denial of all their sinister aspects, but consciously or uncon-
sciously distort the truth and place the responsibility for the
happenings in Russia^ and more especially in the Ukraine, on
tie wrong quarters. When he does this M. Herriot enters the
field of international dissension-mongering; although even